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or, as here, Pandora's, or the great progress of the
gods from Erebos to Olympos—the epic touch is
always present. Pandora comes down with her gift
of happiness to mankind, but no one recognizes it,
except a little child. The epic closes with Prometheus'
great-hearted redemption of his erring brother, and
their return to the old home in the valley. It is
confessedly difficult to penetrate the heavy veil of
allegory; at times the symbolism is childishly,
mediaevally transparent; and again, thought seems
to be struggling vainly to find plastic expression.
'Prometheus is undoubtedly pessimistic, deeply pessi-
mistic ; but Spitteler's pessimism has even less of a
philosophic, Schopenhauer-like stamp than that of
Leopardi or Grillparzer, or of Tristan und Isolde; it
is a purely subjective pessimism of balked personal
aspiration. Prometheus is a new Pastor Brand, a
symbol of the right of genius to be true to itself, even
at the risk of anti-social anarchy. The greatest
achievement of this age in German literature, Also sprach
Zaratbustra, owes not a little to Spitteler's Prometheus ;
the strong individualism and the contempt of the herd
are definitely Nietzschean, and the lion and the dog
remind one of Zarathustra's companions in his
solitude, the serpent and the eagle; above all,
Nietzsche has borrowed from his Swiss predecessor
his stately beauty of language. But while Nietzsche
is the thinker who seeks artistic symbols for ideas,
Spitteler is, in the first instance, the artist who visual-
izes and creates. I doubt, however, whether even
the reader of to-day, who has the benefit of a rapidly
growing Spitteler literature, will get much beyond
old Gottfried Keller's judgment of Prometheus:
" What the poet wishes to say I do not know after
reading his work twice ; but in spite of all obscurity
and indefiniteness I feel it all with him, feel the deep
poetry that it contains." The veil is lifted a little in
Extramundana (1883), a quite extraordinary work,
in which, under the form of seven myths, the poet

